
 Minutes of Meeting – January 24, 2018
Upstairs Conference Room, Camden Opera House 

Members present:  Roger Rittmaster, Chair; Wayne Ruesswick, Vicki Doudera,  Morgan Laidlaw, Seth 
Meyer,Stephanie Smith and Barbara Lawrence.  Also Present: Select Board Member Marc Ratner.  
Guests present:  Molly Mulhern. 

NOTE: Action items are underlined.

1. The meeting was called to order at 6:04 pm. We welcomed Barbara Lawrence as a new 
member. The minutes from November were approved unanimously. 

2. Roger brought up the Facebook page and we all agreed to put more posts up more often, 
including the minutes, or send pictures, etc, to Seth. Barbara said she made a call regarding the 
Environmental Leader program and will follow up. We discussed the water bottle refilling 
station and Morgan mentioned collaborating with the Harbor Committee. Wayne offered to look
into the plumbing presently at the drinking fountain at the harbor.

3. Roger discussed our budget – see attached.  $900 has been spent on more storm drain markers 
and Wayne showed a second design (red with a lobster) that he will begin installing. He'd like to
involve school kids again and is brainstorming how. Roger brought up the arsenic testing ---  60
people have picked up arsenic testing kits, and the town has agreed to match our contribution of
$750.  We still have the Lyman-Morse money which we plan to use on a buoy.

4. Single Use Plastic Bag Update:  Stephanie said the timeline has changed a bit and will keep us 
apprised. Important that the merchants give feedback before it is presented to the Selectboard. 
The definitions of “single-use carryout bag” and “reusable bag” have been important to nail 
down. The fee, as discussed in prior months, will be 10 cents. Unclear as to who will enforce 
this, but we will figure that out. Stephanie said if it passes in June it will not be enforced until 
January. 

Roger asked for a motion on the single use plastic bag ordinance; Stephanie moved; Morgan 
seconded. All in favor. We spoke about laminating Roger's “Questions & Answers” on the bag 
ordinance and giving it out to retailers.

5. Molly spoke about the ban on polystyrene food containers and the draft ordinance. There is no 
recycling option for polystyrene whatsoever. Some communities have excluded meat and fish 
“trays” but Hannaford would comply with whatever is passed. Molly went over the ordinance 
and definitions. We reviewed the FAQ document – Roger will send the CCC letterhead to Molly
so it matches the bag ordinance FAQ. She also brought up that Stephanie and she will present at
the middle school on February 7th. 



Vicki moved that we approve the ordinance; Morgan and Seth seconded; approved 
unanimously. 

6. Marc said the Energy Committee is looking at adopting the Global Covenant of Mayors in 
Camden and he urged us all to take a look at it.

7. Roger's agenda included a request from the Planning Board for our input on CRMS 
construction plans. Marc explained that the architects designing the school are pros and we 
agreed that none of us has enough energy efficiency/environmental protection expertise to 
comment.

8. Roger spoke about the winter moths and said he does not yet have expertise on them. When he 
has a chance he will research them – as well as browntail moths – and present on them to us.

9. Wayne brought up a prior idea to honor Doug and said he has some frames made from birch 
that we could use. Vicki said perhaps we can have an event around Earth Day that honors Doug 
and gives education on the ordinances, etc – perhaps before the CIFF movie??  

10. Marc updated us on Emerald Ash Borer response plan and said that the Town is in the process 
of developing a reserve fund for the anticipated $250,000 expenditure when the EAB arrives in 
Camden.

11. Morgan submitted the Bangor Savings Bank application and said he hopes we will get some 
funding. We are also applying to the Rotary Grant. Seth said he's gotten advice on the 
application and that our success depends on how many applicants there are. Roger brought up 
the Maine Municipal Association and is attending their meeting; he will report back to us on 
how that goes. Morgan brought up the Almina Sewall Foundation and said it is a good fit for us 
next year.

12. Roger brought up the Adopt-A-Storm Drain program and said it would be an ideal project for an
intern. Barbara would like to join Seth on harbor related issues. Roger said he has looked at the 
pump-out program and that use of the pump-out boat goes up when there is education around it.

13. Vicki talked about Earth Day and activities scheduled at the Library (Concert and kids 
activities) as well as co-sponsoring a movie with CIFF on April 18. Barbara said that Beedy 
Parker mentioned a Green Fair at Plants Unlimited, which Vicki will look into. She will also 
check the Y and get info regarding events in school newsletters, as well as check with Alison on
a clean-up for Camden.

Wayne is doing the Polar Plunge again, under our banner. Go Wayne!

14. Sagamore Farm committee is progressing – nothing really new yet.

15. Roger showed the CMLT and CCC co-sponsored walk schedule for 2018. Looks great and very 
interesting. Barbara asked if there are any specifically for kids and Roger said that could happen
at some point. Roger will send it to us as soon as it's updated. 

16. Vicki wondered if we couldn't have our own “event” prior to the CIFF movie with education 
around our initiatives, the award for Doug, etc. “Dirty Harbor Ale” was suggested. Vicki  will 



check in with Kerry Hadley. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:58 pm. Next meeting:  Wednesday, February 28, 2018 at 6 pm. 

Respectfully Submitted,         
Vicki Doudera, CCC Secretary


